They’re not just going on shopping sprees anymore. Now thieves
are using your personal info (or your child’s) to get a job, buy a
house, and have major surgery—which wrecks not just your bank
account but also your medical records By Amy Engeler
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YOU HAVEN’T HEARD OF.YET

When her labor pains began last April, Dorothy Bell Moran, a trou-
bled 28-year-old, showed up alone at Alta View Hospitalin the Salt Lake
City:rea. Asidentification, she handed over adriver’s license. It wasn’t
hers but Moran looked enough like the woman in the photo—young,
with long dark hair and a toothy smile—that no ore questioned her.
Moran was only 33 weeks pregnant, so she was taken to nearby
Usiversity Hospital, which is better equipped to handle preemies.
When she refused to pronounce her name at the intare desk, the sym-
pithetic clerk assumed it was because she was in so mich pain. Moran
@ve birth to a daughter without any friends or family azound. Several
cays later, when the hospital ran tests, the baby girl carme up positive
‘or methamphetamine. But doctors couldn’t talk to Moran—at some
point, she had walked out of the hospital, leaving her newbarn behind.

Soon after the baby’s tests came back, Anndorie Sachs, 28, a bio-
medical engineering student who lives in Salt Lake City vith her
husband and kids, received a call from the Utah Division of Ck¥ld and
Family Services (DCFS). Your newborn, the investigator said, ested
positive for drugs. “What do you mean?” Sachs recalls saying. “I ddn’t
just have ababy.” The agent’s response: “Don’t try to pull that with me!”
She notified Sachs that DCFS was ready to put through paperwork o
take custody of Sachs’s four children, then ages 2to 7.

Sachs connected the dots right away: Two months earlier, someone
had stolen her driver’s license from her car. Remembering that, she
called her husband, a contractor, who sped home from work.

As the couple was sitting in their living room anxiously awaiting
the agent, their 7-year-old daughter, Sierra, was being pulled from her

£ first-grade classroom. The DCFS agent asked the girl if her mother
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